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Tup blessing of thenew moon is recited in the opers *Lr When the moon
is visible bd § i
ably on & Shturday
in a joyous [frame of ]:mni This festive ceremoti

. fully discus ed in the Thlmud (Sanhedrin 42a ¥ St m]l 20"

. moon, appepring periodi ally in several phases,\ihaﬁ eah looltad! .pon
as symboli§ of & P

sh peoplewhos! it dry eonsists Of
 phages. Alsp, like fhe 1 Hipon, the Jevs}s ragulmly 1ea,ppear afﬁen

temporaril echpsad .
* The fourigynonyms reg
. of 383771 N33 have as §
apy | (Tacol ), alluding

- passage.reagls: TRI1A-.. %‘JH‘? BelAk

The expre ssion “Longrlivi David, ng,of Tersell’ I
89:38, which says that David’s dynasty shall “like tle moon'"be es-
tablished forever.” Thel numericalvalue of B*P1 M FRAWI T
(819) is equal to that of W7 VXA, It was the pa,ssword of Bar
Kokhba's apmy.
The text|in the Siddur is as follows: “Blesséd art thou, Lord our
God, King of the universe, who didst create the heavens by thy com-
mand, and g1l their host rby thy mere word. Thou has subjected them
4o fized laws and time, that they may not deviate i om their get func-
tion. . . He|ordered the moon to renew itself as a gr cmus crown over
those whom he sustaine from birth, who likewis i
in the future. =7 !
Kiddush fu-Levanah 1
for Birkath |ha-Levarah (Blessing of the Moon)
* with a benchxctmn praiging the Creator of the 9 %g}
> dained the nonthlgsiretipwal of the moong.In the! authontmtl,
ate Sofrim (20:1-2), several miystifying details are pxescrlbed 1p

connection with the Kaldush Levanah gervice. They are, ﬂﬁuﬂﬁ)ﬁpW$
- “The blesding of the mgon muiﬁ ke place at- thereoncliision*of the
_ Sabbath, when one is ik a jollYirnotd and dressed'in nice garments.
~ The worshiper should logk stead?ly #t the moon, join straight his feet,
and recite the benedictipn. . . He should say three times simman tov
(a good sign), and perfdim three dancing gestures T é ‘ﬁh q‘f
the moon while saying three times: Just as T canmot )l 21
my foes never be able o harm me... Then he should_sz»ym_shalom
(peace) to his neighbor three times a,nd go home with a happy heart.”
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