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“LOVE YOUR FELLOW MAN. AS YOURSELF, I AM G-D.” (Vayikra
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“LOVE YOUR FELLOW MAN AS YOURSELF, T AM G-D. (Vayikra
19:18)

Rambam writes: “We are obligated to love every single fellow
Jew as ourselves, as the Torah states, ‘Love your fellow man as
yourself.” Therefore, we must praise others,* and we must care about
their money just as we care about our own money and our own
dignity. Whoever derives honor from humiliating someone else, loses
his share in the world to come.” (Hilchos Daios 6:3)

At a wedding dinﬁer attended by many dignitaries, Rabbi Nochum
Zev Ziv, a dynamic speaker, was scheduled to speak. The first speaker
was a very distinguished Torah scholar whose delivery left much to

» Although it is ordinarily commendable to praise others, there are times
when it is not permitted to do so. We should not praise someone in the

presence of someone who dislikes him, for the person who dislikes him-

is apt to disparage him. Furthermore, it is improper to praise someone
excessively, for either you or the listener might be tempted to add some-
thing derogatory to qualify or refute the praise. Morgover, we must not
praise a person in the presence of a group, since someone in.the group
is apt to say something derogatory about the subject of praise. (Chofetz
Chayim, ¢h, 9 and Guard Your Tongue, pp. 109-110)
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be desired, Rabbi Ziv was scheduled to speak mnext, but at the last
minute he excused himself from speaking. Afterward, he explained
to his daughter that he did not speak because people might compare
his speech to the preceding oné, and he would be deriving honor at

.the expense of someone else’s humiliation. (Tnuas Hamussar, vol.

2, p. 100)

The commandment of .loving yo;_\r fellow man can be fulfilled at

-"all.times, every single second of the day. Any favor or kindness that
. you do for someone is a fulfillment of this commandment. But the

commandment can also be fulfilled through thought., When you are
happy about the good fortune of someone else, it constitutes an act
of loving your fellow man, For instance, if you hear that someone just
gave birth to a child and you feel happy, you fulfill this command-
ment. The same applies when someone suffers misfortune. If you
feel sad because of his suffering, you fulfill this commandment. These
thoughts are permissible at all times, even in places where it is
forbidden to think thoughts of Torah. By fulfilling this commandment

. properly, a person can easily amass thousands upon thousands of

mitzvos. (Yesod Veshoresh Hoavodah 1:7, 8)

The difficulty of fulfilling this commandment lies in the fact that
most people are inclined to be jealous of others. When they hear
about someone’s good fortune (for-example, he became wealthy or
received great honor), their jealousy is aroused and prevents them
from being sincerely happy. Therefore, it is extremely important for
a person to work on- rectifying his trait of jealousy. Another im--
portant factor that will enable a person to love his fellow man is
judging them favorably. For if even once you do not judge someone
favorably, you will no longer be able to feel a complete love for him.
(ibid.)

The Baal Shem Tov used to say: “Love your fellow man as
yourself.” You know that you have many faults, nevertheless, you
still Iove yourself. That is how you should feel toward your friend.
Despite his faults, love him.” (Likutai Advraham, p. 221)
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Your behavior toward someone should be based on his feelings, not
your own. If someone would want something to be done for him,
even if you yourself would not need or want it, you should do it for
him. The same applies in the negative. Even if you would not mind
if someone said or did a particular thing to you, you must not do or
say it to someone who will be bothered by it. (Pele Yoatz, section
ahavah)

Rabbi Dovid of Lelov once said, “I am not a tzadik. The proof is
that I love my son more than I love other Jews” (Shaar Hachasidus,
p. 242)

To love onc’s fellow man as oneself is not merely a lofty ideal
devoid of practical significance. Rather, it is a Torah commandment
with specific obligations and restrictions (see Sridai Aish, vol. 4, p.
343). In every encounter with other people you have an opportunity
to either fulfill or violate this commandment, It is impossible to
enumerate every single aspect of this commandment since it encom-
passes so many details, Listed below are some of the fundamental
details:

1) The general rule for this commandment is that anything
you would want others to do for you, you should do' for others.
(Rambam, Hilchos Aivel 14:1)

2) You fulfill this commandment when you visit someone who
isill. (ibid.)

3) You fulfill this commandment when you comfort someone
who is mourning. (zbid.)

4) You fulfill this commandment when you offer someone assist-
ance in enabling him to get married. (ibid.)

When the Chofetz Chayim was @ young man, he often slept in the
Bais Hamedrash at night, so his mother gave him a pillow on which
to sleep. Once his mother asked him to bring the pillow home for
ker to wash, but the Chofetz Ghayim told her that she need not
bother since it was already washed. A short while later, it was, found

_out that the maid of Reb Itzele Linitzer of Radin married a poor
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_ young man. The young Chofetz Chayim gave away his only pillow

to help them get married. (Rabbi Shmuel Pliskin in Der Chofetz
Ghayim, p. 37)

5) You fulfill this commandment when you help a bride and
groom rejoice. (Rambam, ibid.)

The Choletz Chayim told his son that if someone attends a wed-
ding feast and does not try to bring joy to the newly married. couple
by singing and dancing, he might be guilty of stealing. The family
making the wedding goes to a great deal of expense so that the guests
should make the bride and groom happy. Therefore, our Sages have
stated that partaking of a wedding feast and not trying to bring joy is
a transgression. (Michtévai Chofetz Chayim — Dugmah Midarkai
Avi, p. 46)

Even when Rabbi Yitzchok Blauser, one of the prominent disciples
of Rabbi Yisroel Salanter, was very old, he would stand up on a
table and dance before a bridegroom. Although he was seventy years
old at the time, he even danced at the second wedding of his col-
league Rabbi Naftoli Amsterdam.

“Since there is a mitzvah to rake a wedding a joyous occasion,”

said Rabbi Blauser, “it makes no difference whether someone is

seventeen years old or seventy. Young and old have the same obliga-
tion”. (Kochvai Ohr, vol. 2, p. 17)

The large funeral procession of Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Epstein,
Rosh Yeshiva of Chevron Yeshiva, reached the Mount of Olives
Cemetery in Jerusalem. All of Jerusalem mourned the passing of
this Torah luminary. But one student of Chevron Yeshiva feli the
loss more acutely than most; his wedding was planned for that
evening. How could his teachers and friends make his wedding a
joyous occasion when they had just atiended the funeral of their
beloved Rosh Yeshiva?

Rabbi Avraham Shmuel Finkel, menahel ruchani of the Chevron
Yeshiva, did not forget the feelings of this young man. There on the




