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221 Whoever has with-
in him these three quali-
ties, is of the disciples of
-Abraham our Father; but
[if he has] three “other”
qualities, he is of the dis-
ciples of the wicked Ba-
laam. [If one has] a good
eye, an humble tempera-
ment, and a lowly spirit,
[he is] of the disciples of
Abraham our Father; [if
he has] an evil eye, a
haunghty temperament, and
an insatiable spirit, [he
is] of the disciples of Ba-
laam the wicked. What
difference lies between the
disciples of Abraham our
Father and those of Ba-
laam the wicked? The dis-
ciples of Abraham our
Father eat [enjoy the
fruits of their virtue] in
this world and inherit the
world-to-come; for it is
stated, “There is inheri-
tance enough to bestow
upon My friends, and
their treasuries will I
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RIL7%® But the disciples of Balaam the wicked inherit Gehinnom
[noveatory) and descend into the pit of destruction; for it is stated,

“_and Thou, O God, wilt bring them down into the pit of destmC~
tion: men of blood and deceit shall not live out half their days
/

I will trust in Thee.”™"
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I watched them tearing a building down,
A gang of men in a busy town.
With a ho-heave-ho and a lusty yell
They swung a beam and the sidewall fell.
I asked the foreman, ““Are those men skilled,
And the men you’d hire if you had to build?”’
He gave a laugh, said “No, indeed;
Just common labor is all I need.
I can easily wreck in a day or two
‘What -builders have taken a year to do.”
I thought to myself as I went my way,
© ““Which of these roles have I tried to play?
Am 1 a builder who works with care,
Measuring life by the rule and square?
Am I shaping my deeds to a well-made plan,
Patiently doing the best I can?
Or am I a wrecker, who walks the town
Content with the labor of tearing down?’’
—Author Unknown




