[image: image1.jpg]WISDOM st

19

WA LW EWS BN AN

TR B LMD iy

SRR TR LAY S mean
Y3 M

nNK You graciously bestow knowledge upon man and
teach mortals understanding. Graciously bestow upon us
from You, wisdom, understanding and knowledge. Blessed
are You Lord, who graciously bestows knowledge.
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WispoM For THE Wise

A matron asked R. Jose ben Halafta: “W] hy is it written that God
gives wisdom unto the wise? Should it not be said: “He giveth wis- .
dom unto the fools’ ?”

R. Jose replied : “Suppose 2 rich man and a poor man came to thee
to borrow money. To whom wouldst thou lend it?’

“The rich man,” was the answer.

“Why ?” asked the Rabbi.

“Because if he lost the money in his venture, he would be able t0
repay the loan from his other possessions.”

“It is the same with God,” said the Rabbi. “If He gves His wis-
dom to the wise, they will use it in worthy ways; but if 1e gives it to

fools, they will use it in the ways of folly.”
g F 4 Tanhuma tdV ayyekhel.




[image: image2.jpg]Who is learned? 'T
He who is never at a loss when he is asked a question. ~
Who is wise?

He who respects his teacher.

‘Who has understanding ?

He who reads everything and knows more than his own subject.
Zohar, #, 201a.

A scholar must possess the following fifteen qualifications :

1. Correct behavior on entering the Academy.
2. Correct behavior on leaving.
3. Humility while taking his seat.
4. Prudence in his reverence.
5. Open-mindedness in his knowledge.
6. Wisdom in his conduct.
7. Receptiveness of maood.
8. The capacity for remembering.
9. The willingness to serve his teacher.
10. Regularity of attendance at the Academy.
11. The habit of asking questions only on the subject of the dis-
. cussion.
12, The habit of answering according to the rule.
13. The ability to add his own observation on every chapter told.
14. The readiness to travel if necessary, to find a teacher who can
increase his learning.
15. The ability to learn in order to teach and to practise.
Derek Eretz Zuta, 3, end.
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7. Seven things characterize a stupid person, and seven a wise one. &

_ wise man does not speak before one who is greater than he in wisdom o
Lin_vears; he does not interrupt the words of his fellow; )
he does not rush to answer; he asks what is relevant to the subject
matter and replies to the point; he speaks of first things first and of last
things last; concerning that which he has not heard he says, I have not

heard”; and he acknowled
3 ges the truth. And
characterize a stupid person. oI Ehé: reverser o these

shaking of their head, some with the movement of their body, and

Some speak with their €yes, some with their hands, some with the
some with their feet, 7

Tikkune Zohar, T, 70,1776,
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[image: image3.jpg]As with perfume, any one who desires may be made fragrant by
it, so the scholar should be willing to teach any one who desires to
profit by his learning. In such a case, his learning will be retained by

him.
Erubin, 54.

Why is a scholar like the nut? i L
Even as a nut has four skins, the scholar has four virtues: Wisdorh,

understanding, knowledge, and common sense.
Eliyahu Rabbah, 18.

A scholar who has abandoned the study of the Torah is like a bird

wh.-h has abandoned its nest.
Hagigakh, 9.
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17. Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah said: If there is no Torah, there i
proper social conduct; if there is no proper social conduct, there is
Torah. If there is no wisdom, there is no fear [of God]}; if there is no
[of God], there is no wisdom. If there is no knowledge, there i
understanding; if there is no understanding, there is no knowledge
there is no flour [sustenance], there is no Torah; if there is no Tox
there is no flour.
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