In the Exodus account, the birth of Moses, on 7 Adar[7] 2368[8] (about Feb-Mar 1391 BC), occurred at a time when the current Egyptian Pharaoh had commanded that all male Hebrew children [9] born be killed by drowning in the river Nile.

· The Classical Rabbis in the Midrash identify Moses as one of seven biblical characters who were called by various names.[22] Moses' other names were: Jekuthiel (by his mother), Heber (by his father), Jered (by Miriam), Avi Zanoah (by Aaron), Avi Gedor (by Kohath), Avi Soco (by his wet-nurse), Shemaiah ben Nethanel (by people of Israel).[23] Moses is also attributed the names Toviah (as a first name), and Levi (as a family name) (Vayikra Rabbah 1:3), Heman [24], Mechoqeiq (lawgiver)[25] and Ehl Gav Ish (Numbers 12:3)[26] 

When Moses finished, and he had pronounced a blessing on the people (Deut. 28:1-14), he went up Mount Nebo to the top of Pisgah, looked over the promised land of Israel spread out before him, and died, at the age of one hundred and twenty, on 7 Adar[7] 2488[8] (about Feb-Mar 1271 BC).[93] God Himself buried him in an unknown grave (Deut. 34:6).[93]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses" \l "cite_note-ce-11#cite_note-ce-11" \o "" [12] Moses was thus the human instrument in the creation of the nation of Israel by communicating to it the Torah.[93] More humble than any other man (Num. 12:3), he enjoyed unique privileges, for "there hath not arisen a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the HaShem knew face to face" (Deut. 34:10).[93]
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Moshe’s sister Miriam, who had been observing the scene, now
stepped forward and offered, ““Shall I get you a very good Hebrew
nurse?”’ “Yes,” replied Basya.

Miriam walked home briskly'®! and returned with her mother.
The princess told Yocheved, “Take him—he is yours!” (unaware of
the fact that these words were literally true).192 “Nurse him, .and I
shall pay you for your service. Do you see how perfect his limbs
are?”” The princess lifted the baby and showed him to his mother.
“Make sure to return him to me healthy and well.”’62

“I do not dare to accept this task. I am afraid of your father’s
decree!” protested Yocheved. “Do not fear,” the princess reassured
her. “It is for me that you are nursing him. 104

Yocheved (who was the midwife Shifra) had saved Jewish chil-
dren from death. Hashem now rewarded her by saving her own son
from Pharaoh’s decree and even paying her for taking care of him.10s

She nursed him for twenty-four months, and then Basya asked
her to bring him to the palace.10¢

The Child Moshe in Pharaoh’s Palace

Basya named her adopted son “Moshe’” which means ‘“he who
draws out.” His name thus signifies that Hashem had caused him to
be drawn out of the water in order that he should in turn save
others.107

The name which Basya gave to Moshe was retained by the Torah
as a reward for her kindness in saving his life. This demonstrates the
great reward of those who perform chesed. 108

The two-year old Moshe was so tall and handsome that it was a
pleasure to look at him. Pharach himself liked to entertain him.2®

One day, when Moshe was three years old, Pharaoh was sitting at
the table together with Queen Alfrenis, his ministers, and his
daughter Basya who held the little boy on her lap.
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Moshe climbed down from Basya's lap and walked over to the
king. He picked up his crown and placed it on his own little head.
Everyone stared, not daring to utter a word until the counselor Bilam
jumped up. “Remember, your majesty, what I told you about your
dream!” he exclaimed. “This little boy must be Jewish and by his
shameful conduct is imitating his forefathers. Avraham and Yitzchak
deceived the former Pharaoh and Avimelech, pretending that their
wives were their sisters. Yaakov deceived his brother by taking his
first-born right. Then he kidnapped Lavan’s daughters and stole all
his possessions. Yosaif brought his entire family from the land of
Canaan to Egypt and fed them here at our expense.

This boy here acts just like they all did, trying to deceive you. He
wants to snatch your crown and your kingdom too! You had better
dispose of him before it is too late!”

“Do all of you agree with Bilam’s words?”’ Pharaoh hesitatingly
asked the ministers sitting at the table. Hashem’s angel assumed the
personality of one of the ministers and answered, ““You can make a
simple experiment to determine what motivated this little boy when
he snatched your crown. Order a diamond and a glowing coal
brought and place them in front of him. If he reaches for the diamond
and ignores the coal, we will know that his actions are dictated by
thought and cunning. Should he, however, pick up the coal also,
then it will be evident that he reaches indiscriminately for any glitter-
ing object as do all little children.”

The diamond and coal were brought while the whole court waited
in suspense to see what would transpire. Little Moshe viewed both
objects, well aware of the difference between them. He had no inten-
tion of choosing the piece of charcoal. He stretched out his hand to
take the diamond, but Hashem prevented it. He sent the angel Gav-
tiel to push his hand towards the coal. Moshe seized it, put it in his
mouth, and, as a result, singed his lips and tongue. From then on, he
found it difficult to speak.110%

*Why did Hashem cause Moshe to snatch the crown from Pharaoh? Hashem wanted this
incident to happen as a forecast for the future. It constituted a prophecy that Moshe would
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Moshe Bears the Burden Together with his Brothers

Pharaoh recognized the young lad Moshe’s exceptional abilities
and put him in charge of the royal household.111

The Egyptian palace with all its splendor and luxuries could have
provided Moshe with an easy and comfortable youth. But far from
becoming self-indulgent, Moshe, as soon as he learned of his Jewish
origins, left the palace every day to visit his brothers in the labor
camps.!? Pretending that he was assisting the Egyptian task-
masters, he inclined his shoulders and carried the heavy burdens
together with the Bnai Yisrael. He wept at their pain, mourning,
“Your tortures hurt me too; I only wish I could die for you!"112

If the community suffers, a person should not say, “It is not my
concern. I will go home, eat, drink, and make myself comfortable.”
Rather, he should share in the hardships of the community.114

Moshe devised a plan to improve the lot of his brothers. He came
to Pharach and stated, “I notice that you do not deal wisely with
your slaves.”

“How s0?” inquired Pharaoh.

“A person who is subjected to incessant labor is bound to perish.
You will greatly increase the efficiency of your slaves if you allow
them to rest one day a week.”

“What you say is true,” answered Pharaoh. “Arrange that they
should rest one day a week.”

Moshe gave orders that the Jews should rest every Shabbas.

later overcome Pharaoh. (It was a prophecy in the form of an action which is the strongest form
of prophecy and, in contrast to a verbal prophecy, is irrevocable.)

Nor was it chance that Moshe picked up the coal and burned his tongue. Hashem intended
the giver of the Torah to be defective of speech. Moshe, as a result of this episode, was a poor
orator. It was only when the shechina rested upon him that his words flowed. The people were
thus able to perceive clearly that Moshe’s announcements were not his own. He was merely an
agent who transmitted the word of Hashem (Tiferes Tzion Sh'mos Rabba 1:31).
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Yisro demanded of Moshe that the first son born to him should
remain uncircumcised. Moshe nevertheless agreed to marry his
daughter, thinking, “Let me marry this tzaddekes and fulfill the
mitzva of having children. Perhaps Hashem will guide events in such
a manner that I will be able to circumcise my son.’152

Moshe tended Yisro’s flock in return for having received his
daughter’s hand in marriage.!s* As soon as Moshe assumed responsi-
bility for the sheep, a blessing rested upon the flocks. They multi-
plied in an extraordinary manner, and not a single animal was ever
devoured by wild beasts. 155 He used to pasture the herds in owner-
less land to ensure that they would not graze in fields which were not
Yisro’s property.156

Moshe was the most considerate of shepherds.

A lamb once ran away from the flock, and Moshe followed it
until it reached some bushes near a pond of water. There it halted and
began to drink. Moshe said, "I didn’t know you ran all this way
because you were thirsty; you must be tired.”” He lifted the lamb onto
his shoulders and carried it back to the flock.2s”

Hashem does not elevate a person to a high position before test-
ing him previously in small matters. This is illustrated by the lives of
two people who were tried by Hashem in everyday matters before
being elevated to greatness.

O David was tested as a shepherd and passed the trial. He used to
protect the small sheep from the attacks of the larger ones and would
make sure that each animal received the food best suited for it; first
he gave the little lambs the most tender grass; then he fed the old
sheep good, soft grass while he let the strong young sheep chew the
tough stalks. Said Hashem, *"The man who exerts himself to cater to
each shedp’s individual needs will certainly take good care of My
people Yisrael!” Hashem therefore designated David as the future
king. 158

O Moshe was also tested as a shepherd and passed the test success-
fully.

ow st 3.A0M0W T 1.0 1MRw e aYp KU WrP S n K e 't mpm R




[image: image5.jpg]/7

Sh’mos — Five Causes for the Redemption 33

Said Hashem, ““You who tend the sheep with such mercy will be a
compassionate leader for My sheep Yisrael!”

Tzippora bore Moshe two sons. He called the older Gershom,
implying, "I am a stranger (Gershom derived from gair / stranger) in
a strange land—it is a land where everyone else serves idols, yet 1
serve Hashem.'’15?

Hashem Reveals Himself to Moshe in the Burning Bush

The torture of the Jews in Egypt was more excruciating than ever.
The men and women in the labor cam:s had to work with all their
might. If they did not built the requisite number of bricks, the Egyp-
tians put Jewish children into the walls as a substitute for the missing
bricks.1¢0

Pharaoh fell ill, afflicted by leprosy.

“The best remedy for your sickness,” his astrologers counseled
him, “is to bathe in blood. Slaughter a hundred and fifty children in
the morning and a hundred and fifty in the afternoon and bathe in
their blood.” When the Bnai Yisrael heard of this new decree, they
groaned and cried out to Hashem.161

Hashem listened to their outcry. He remembered His covenant
with Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov and decided to redeem them.

Their redemption was caused by five factors:

O their suffering

O their teshuva

O the merit of their forefathers
0 Hashem’s mercy

O the arrival of the destined time.162
(Although only two hundred and ten years had elapsed and not
four hundred as Hashem had decreed, He decided, “The two hun-
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	What is Moses' death date?


By Malkie Janowski
[image: image6.png]




	[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]


Moses died on the seventh of Adar.

The Talmud proves this as follows:

In Deuteronomy 34:8 we read that the Jews mourned for thirty days following Moses' death in the Plains of Moab. This area borders Israel, just east of the Jordan River.

The book of Joshua begins with G‑d's command to bring the Jewish people across the Jordan River. G‑d specifies that they are to cross in three days time. This instruction was given immediately after Moses died, meaning at the earliest possible opportunity after his death. This would have been following the thirty days of mourning.

In Joshua 4:19 we are told that the Jews crossed the river on the tenth of Nissan. If we subtract the three days between the command and actual crossing, plus the thirty days of mourning, we find the date of Moses' passing is the seventh of Adar.

Incidentally, the seventh of Adar is also Moses' birthday. This we derive from what Moses said on the day of his death (Deuteronomy 31:2): "Today I am one hundred and twenty years old."
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