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Preparing a young person with special needs for an independent and dignified adult life can be a daunting prospect.  As the mother of a 22 year old son with Aspergers Syndrome, which is a disorder on the autistic spectrum, I had searched for a post high school program that would not only challenge my son  Ari  intellectually and spiritually, but would also help him to overcome the difficulties that living with his autism presents.  Although Ari is highly intelligent, he still requires a therapeutic environment in which he can continue to grow and develop his social abilities and independent living skills, but at his own pace. After visiting Israel on a Birthright trip, Ari had expressed a strong desire to study and live in Israel. 
In searching for a yeshiva in Israel for men over 18 with special needs, I never thought I would find one that was aimed specifically at men with high functioning autism, especially an English speaking yeshiva. But sure enough there was just such a place. After reading about Yeshiva Bnei Simcha and speaking with Rabbi Ashenberg, the educational director, I knew that I had to go to Israel with my husband and Ari to see if this program was the place we were looking for.

After visiting Yeshiva Bnei Simcha last year and meeting Rabbi Weiner, Rabbi Ashenberg and three of the students who currently attend, we knew that this program could help Ari to reach his true potential, so in September of 2008 he traveled to Israel to live at the Yeshiva.  In the short time that he has been at Yeshiva Bnei Simcha Ari has truly blossomed.  He is much more articulate and self aware and is beginning to acclimate himself to the Israeli culture.  He is speaking Hebrew and traveling around making new friends.  For the past few months he has been working as an assistant in the Yeshiva kitchen and developing his culinary skills. Ari has also been involved in a chesed program where he volunteers at a nursing home.  The rabbis have been patient and understanding of his needs and have supported him at all times.  They are challenging him intellectually as well as building him spiritually. This has been a wonderful experience for him in which he has matured and has discovered his own abilities.  It would be a tremendous opportunity for Ari to be able to spend another year at Yeshiva Bnei Simcha in order for him to continue this inner work so that he can become self-reliant and independent.  

I am certain that this program can help my son to reach his true potential.  However, due to the enormous expenses required to run such an institution, the tuition, at $3,600 per month is far more than we can afford to pay. For students with disabilities who are under the age of 21 there are plenty of resources and programs, but after the age of 21 those options diminish. Therefore, I am appealing to you to find it in your heart to help us come up with the necessary funds so that my son and other young men like him may attend this extraordinary Yeshiva. A program like this can alter their lives forever and help them to create a life for themselves that is both meaningful and dignified. 

I thank you for time and consideration. 

Sincerely,

Bambi Levine

